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HE Reverend Zhonias Coke, DoStor of 

Civil Law, late of Fe/us College in ‘Ox- 
ford, a Prefbyter of the Church of England, 
ete ‘Superintendent. of the Methodift’ ‘So-. 
cieties ‘in America, failed from Gravefend in? 
the° autumn ‘of laft year for the” provitice’ of! 
Nova Seetia; but was driven by ftrefs of wea-: 
ther to the /Ve/? Indies.’ He then embraced ‘the 
opportunity which Providence afforded’ him; of 
vifiting’feveral'of the iflands: and having three? 
minifters with him,:‘he fixed them i in three of the’ 
}flands as Miffionaries to the poor Negroes, to 
many of whom they have been’ rendered re- 
-markably ufeful. In the courfe of his vifits he 
{pent fome time in the ifland of St. Vincent. 
During his continuance there, the miferable and 
wretched flate of the poor favage Caribbs, who 
are utterly deftitute of every ‘privilege ‘enjoyed’ 
by civil gis affeted ‘him much ; “and, upon’ 
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an application to the legiflative body of the 
ifland, a grant was given of one hundred and 
fifty acres of valuable land on the borders of the 
Caribh country, for the purpofe of raifing a 
School-houfe, and a dwelling-houfe for the 
teacher or teachers, for the civilization and pious 
education of the children of the Caribbs. Ane- 
gociation was alfo entered into with the Caribbs 
themfelves, who at lafi, through the recommen- 
dation and influence of fome planters whom 
they refpected, confented to fend their children 
to be inftructed in the Lugh/b language, the 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and fuch 
ether branches of education, as may render them 
ufeful members of fociety, both in the religious 
and commercial world. Two teachers, well 
qualified for the work, ‘are now provided, who, 
from motives of humanity, are willing to enter 
on the laborious tafk, of educating the poor fa- 
vage children abovementioned. 


_ This inftitution is fo manifeftly calculated to 
produce the moft falutary effects, whether it be 
confidered in a political, commercial, or more 
general point of view, efpecially as founded on 
the motives of true benevolence and philan- 
thropy, that little need be urged to influence the 
true lovers of mankind in general, and of their 
| country 
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country in particular, to reach forth their kind 


affifting hand for its eftablifhment and {upport. 


But the expences of the buildings, as well as 
of the teachers, will, efpecially in the firft in- 
ftance, be very confiderable. Dr. Coke will, 
therefore, take the liberty -of waiting on thofe 
‘competent and benevolent perfons, to whom he 
has the opportunity of conveying this plan for 
the civilization of the Caribds, at their own 
houfes, to receive any coiitributions they may 
think proper to make. 


The Disk has annexed a fhort but interefting 
account of the Caribbs, with which he was 
lately favoured: and he engages to the fub- 
fcribers, that the money contributed for ¢his 
inftitution, fhall be moft facredly applied to the 
purpote defigned, and that only; and trufls he 
fhall be enabled, through the bleffing of Divine 
Providence, to give the fubfcribers, not only a 
circumilantial, but alfo a pleafing account of the 
fuccefs of the undertaking. 


New Chapel, City-Road, 


Loudon, 


: ~ . 


SUBSCRIPTIONS will be received by Maffs. 


Hanbury; Lloyd, Bowman, and Co. Bankers, | in 
Lombard Street. 








CAND 

The Copy of a Letter from a Gentleman 
in the Ifland of Sz, Vincent to the Reve- 
rend Mr. Crarxe, one of the Reve- 
rend Mr. Wesziey’s Miffionaries in the 
Weft Indies, containing a fhort Hitory 
of the Caribés. 


Byera, St. Vincent, July 245 1787. 
DEAR SIR, | 


| Sincerely congratulate you on the rifing 

profpect of rendering the Caribbs of . this 
Ifland ufeful {ubje&s, by giving them ideas of 
Religion, enlarging their Underftandings, and 
introducing among them the ufeful Arts. We 
have every advantage to expect from your pious, 
well-meant endeavours. In a Chriftian coun- 
try it is much to be regretted, that an attempt 
of the kind has not fooner been made. What 
awful difafters might have been prevented there- 
by ! This Ifland, by the combination of the French 
and the Caribbs, was once brought under a fo- 
reign yoke, and experienced all the inconveni- 
ences and hardfhips of a conquered country. 
This cixcumftance however has-been poffibly 
attended with this good effect, It has rene 
dered us more fenfible of the bleflings of a 


Britifh 
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Britifh government, and, I fincerely hope, will 
open our eyes to our true interefts in future. 





You have requefted that 1 would anfwer feveral 
inquiries concerning the Caribbs. 1 thank you 
for the opinion you have conceived of the man- 
ner in which I would conduét the inquiry ; and 
though fenfible I am in fome meafure unequal 
to the tafk, I feel myfelf encouraged by your 
obliging confidence. A refidence near the boun- 
dary for two years, fome turn for obfervation, 
and the footing on which I ftand with them, 
will, I flatter myfelf, apologize for the at- 
tempt. 


By the beft accounts which I have been able 
to colle& from the Caribbs themfelves, the Black 
Caribbs originally {prung from the cargo of a 
Guinea {hip which was wrecked on one of the 
Grenadilloes. "They were brought over to this 
ifland by the Yellow Caribis, who were the 
Aborigines or native inhabitants, with many of 
whom they foon were conneCted, forming a 
motley mixture, fuch as we now fee; but in 
which the negro-colour and features chiefly pre- 
vail. They continued in this interchange of good 
offices, till fuch time as the Black Caribbs per- 
ceived their fuperiority to the others, in numbers 

| and 
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ahd flreneth, who then drove the Yellow Caribbs 
to the Leeward part of the land, where a few 
of them only now remain. The greater part of 
the latter went to the Iflands of Tobago and 
% rinidade, 1m both of which iflands I have feen 


ss 


their pofterity. 


It is unneceffary to follow them through the 
detail of their wars and treaties with the French, 
who at length formed a fettlement in the ifland. 
At the treaty of peace in 1763, the Caribbs 
poffeft the moft valuable part of the ifland. By 
the treaty which was made with them in 1772, 
they gave up an extent of country, comprehend- 
ing about fourteen miles in length, and from 
three to four in breadth; only part of which 
was fettled in 1779, when the French invaded 
the ifland. Their jealoufies and hatred of the 
Enghfi, which had been induftrioufly kept up by 
the French, joined with fome private canfes of 
diffatisfaction, led them to take an active part 
againit us ; and the dread of their barbarities had 
ng {mall effect in inducing the inhabitants fo 
foon to capitulate. The fettlements on the 
ceded lands were almoft totally abandoned, 
after the moft fhocking cruelties had been ex- 
ercifed by the Carzbts on the wretched victims 
ef their rage. The French, during the time that 

the 
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the Ifland belonged to them, left the Caridds in 
the quiet and peaceable poffeffion of their lands. 
Since the ifland has been reftored to us, we have 
once more attempted a fettlement on the ceded 
lands, and hitherto without interruption; and 
we fincerely hope that the prefent good difpo- 
fitions of the Caridbs will long continue. 


It is a very difficult matter to fix precifely on 
their numbers, for reafons which are too obvious 
to need being mentioned. The beft-informed on 
the fubje&t fpeak with uncertainty. However, 
few have fixed their numbers below five thoufand: 
I fhould rather fuppofe even that calculation to 
be fhort. From their temperance, their being 
unaccuftomed to hard labour, the healthinefs of 
the climate, their early marriages, and the fruit- 
fulnefs of their women, we may eafily account 
for their rapid increafe. We may add to thefe 
confiderations, the fruitfulnefs of the foil, and 
the eafe with which «he few neceffaries of life 





are procured. 


It is a difficult matter to fay what ideas they 
have of a Supreme Being.. The #rench took but 
little pains to inftruét them in Religion. They 
have fome faint ideas of a Supreme Caufe which 


created all things, but they conceive that God 
commits 
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commits the government of the world to fubor- 
dinate Spirits. They make ufe of feveral incan- 
tations againft Evil Spirits, to prevent their ma- 
lignant influence. 


The Black Caribbs, differing fo little from the 
negroes whom they faw employed in the occu- 
pations of the field, foon perceived the neceility 
of a difcrimination founded on more obvious 
marks than that of complexion, and therefore 
adopted a plan of flattening their childrens’ fore- 
heads, which is done by applying to the fore- 
head a {mall board defended by foft cotton, and 
tied behind. The child, the moment it is born, 
is fubmitted to this operation, which 1s continued 
for two or three months. Some exceptions are, 
however, to be made to this general rule. Twins, 
from a fuppofition of their being weakly, and chil- 
dren, who are fickly at their birth, are exempted. 
The operation is alfo longer continued upon the 
male, than on the fone child. I have fres 
quently feen horrid diftortions of the counte- 
nance, fquinting, &ec. occafioned by the board’s 
being unequally or ill applied. 


The marriages of the Caribds take place at 
an early age, and are generally made by the 


parents of both parties without confulting the 
inclinations 
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inclinations of the female; a houfe is erected for 





them, and the little furniture which they require, 
iS provided. The wife is foon made acquainted 
with the labour of the field; fhe plants the 
caffada, the yams, potatoes, ‘fc. and prepares 
and drefles them for the indolent male, whofe 
fole occupation is either fhooting wild pigeons, 
Indian rabbits, and manna-rous, (the Opo/fa), or 
fifhing. When the hufband finds himfelf in the 
fituation of taking more wives, he obtains them 
from their parents: many of them have four or 
five. On thet event, they build feparate houfes 
for each wife, fpending their time alternately 
with them. So entirely, however, are the 
wives devoted to the defpotifm of their huf- 
bands, that quarrels among them are never 
known. Adultery is punifhed with death. In 
no part of the world are the women more chafte, 
owing, poflibly, to the feverity with which in- 
continence is punifhed.. 


When a hufband leaves any of his wives, 
they are not at liberty to marry again till his 
death: in that cafe only is it in their power to 
make an election. No flavery can be conceived 
more wretched than that of the women, the 
whole labour without and within doors devolving 
on them. Nor is this all: Whenever frequent 

child~ 














( te. 7 
child-bearing, or any other caufe, has made 
them look old or ugly, their hufbands leave 
them for other wives; for whom, and their 
children, they are likewife obliged to do all the 
moft laborious offices. Their hufbands fre- 
quently, in their fcenes of drunkennefs and de- 
bauchery, wound and maim them with their 
cutlaffes, and even fhoot them. 


Nor is there among them the fmalleft traces 
of policy or natural juflice. The Lex Talionis 
is the only rule among them, provided the 
party has the power or abilities to redrefs him- 
felf. A few months ago a fhocking inftance 
happened in this neighbourhood. Manuel, 
a Caribb, who lives on my eftate, had a fifter 





remarked for her beauty and handfome perfon by 
her fable lovers, of whom fhe had not a few. 
She could, however, be only the lot of one; 
and he to whofe lot fhe fell, was the friend and 
intimate acquaintance of Manuel. Her hufband 
and fhe lived for fome time peaceably and com- 
fortably. together, till a quarrel happened be~ 
tween his filter and his wife: they proceeded 
to blows, when the hufband interpofed between 
them with his cutlafs, made a pufh at his wife, 
and wounded her under the eye, of which 


wound fhe immediately expired. The only re- 
drefs 
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drefs which Manuel required for the lofs of his 
fifter, was——that the hufband fhould put to 
death his own fifter; which he did by carrying 
her down to the River Colenorie in the fore- 
noon, and murdering her with the greateft bar- 
barity. 


You are yourfelf acquainted with the other 
inftance of the chief of Radacca’s being 
wounded by his nephew, and of the latter’s being 
put to death the fame evening by his coufin. 
You have feen the uncle upon this eflate, where 
he is now recovering from his wound. 





The Caribbs are naturally temperate in their 
meals, their food chiefly confilting of roots and 
other vegetables, here produced by the indulgent 
hand of Providence m the utmoft profufion. 
Caffada, however, furnifhes them with the 
- greateft fupply, which they bake into cakes on 
thin plates of iron, procured from the Europeans. 
They make but little or no ufe of falt: fome- 
times only they indulge themfelves with a kind 
of foup called Tumallen, which is prepared ina 
fingular manner. They take equal parts of the 
juice of the Caffada (which, by the by, without 
this preparation is poifonous) and fea-water, 
with crabs or crawfifh bruifed, and a large 

proportion 
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proportion of pepper. The whole is well boiled, 
and ufed as fauce to their otherwife infipid 
Caffadas. At their feats they ufe a fermented 
liquor prepared from Caffada, Pines, &c. called 
Vikou or Ouicou; the preparation of which is 
fufficiently difgufting to the fight of an European; 
the Caflada being fometimes previoully chewed 
before infufion. The faliva occafions a quicker 
fermentation of the drink, which is foon fit for 
ufe. Since their acquaintance with the Euro- 
peans, the means of intoxication are more com- 


mone 


Their houfes were originally built of long, 
pliant boughs bent ina femicircular form, and fixed 
in the ground at each end, about fourteen feet 
in length, and twelve feet in breadth ; and they 
are very neatly thatched with the leaves of the 
Rofeau. Since their acquaintance with us, they 
have improved in the firuQure of their houfes, 
which are now formed of hard wood pofts axed 
in the ground, plates and rafters; and are fhill 
thatched with the Aafeau or Reed. The fides of 
them are wattled, and clofely covered m, fo as to 
exclude the wind. The doors are rudely formed 
out of the / bite Cedar, and move upon wooden 
pivots; for they employ very little ixon in the . 
fabrick. 

~ ‘The 
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The whole furniture of the houfe confifts of 
feats formed out of logs, their hammocks, the 
calebafh formed into cups and f{poons, a caffada- 
grater, a ferpentine prefs, a wooden trough, 
and a caffada-iron-plate, and fometimes a few 


articles of earthen-ware. 


The whole labour of the field, as formerly 
mentioned, is performed by the women. The 
caffada-fticks are planted. in little hillocks which 
they raife at two feet diflance. At the end of 
nine or twelve months it 1s pulled up, clean- 
wafhed, fcraped with a blunt knife, and rubbed 
ona grater, whichis formed of a piece of board, 
into which {mall pebbles are ftuck. One end of 
the grater leans againft their breafi, the other 
end declines into a large wooden trough, into 
which the grated caffada falls: itis then put into 
a prefs, which is very ingenioully made of the 
fibres of a plant refembling the wild plantain, 
and formed into the fhape of a {nake about the 
thicknefs of aman’s thigh. The prefs being 
filled with the grated caf/ada, they fufpend it 
from-the houfe or from a tree, and afhx weights 
to the other end, whereby the poifonous Juice 
is ftrongly expreffed: the ca/fada is then paffed 
through a fieve which they likewife make very 
ingenioufly, on a plate of iron put over a fire ; 


and 
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and being flrongly preffed with a wooden fpatiila, 
it forms itfelf into a cake, which, when fuffiici- 
ently toafted on one fide, is turned, and toafted 
This makes the conftant 





on the other. 
food of the Caribbs, except when the men can 
procure an agouty (an Indian rabbit), or a wild 
pigeon, or fometimes the crab or craw-fifh, and 
at other times the fea-fifh, which they are very 
dextrous in catching. But their principal depen- 
dence in refpe& to fifh, 1s on thofe which they 
procure by poifoning the rivers: for this pur- 
pofe the men of the whole diftrict are fummon- 
ed ; part of whom are employed in procuring 
the plants which are ufed for that purpole, viz. 
the dogweood-bark or erythrina linn, and the fige/bec~ 
ia: others divert the courfe of the 1iver, if it 
is too large, leaving no more water than they 
conveniently can poifon. The weeds are then 
ftrongly beat, and their juices exprefled and 
mixed with the water, and prefently communi- 
cate their inebriating effets to the finny inha- 
bitants, which foon fwim with their bellies on 
the furface of the water, and allow themielves 
to be eafily taken. It is obfervable, that 
though thoufands of the young fry are deftroyed, 
no ill effeéts ever happen from the ufe of the fifh. 
This is a practice, however, which fhould be 
particularly difcouraged, as it almofi entirely de- 





itroys the fry. 


Another 
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Another practice they obferve, which is very 
deftru@tiive. The river-fifh in thefe parts com- 
mence fpawning their fry about the end of July, 
when they drop their ova at the mouths of the 
rivers, which are then crouded with innumer- 
able fhoals of fea-fifh, fuch as {nappers, grou- 
pers, king-fifh, &c. The young fry initantly 
attempt to force their paflage up the rivers, and 
are in fuch numbers as to blacken the waters. A 
fingle perfon may in a few hours catch a buthel 
of them. Hundreds of Caribbs may be then 
feen repairing to the rivers, and Joading them- 
felves with the fritrixes (fo the French name 
them after the Cuaribds ). They are very 
delicious, and by drying in the fun will keep 


for fome time. 





The Caribbs in general, both men and wo- 
men, go naked, with the exception of a piece of 
. cloth a yard in length and about a foot broad, 
which they wear round their middle, open to the 
left fide: this is always dyed of an orange colour 
with the rocou. The women alfo wear a garter 
below each knee, bound pretty tight. The un- 
married women and the widows omit the right 
garter. Both fexes paint their bodies with ftreaks 
of rocou: the men only colour their faces black 
on certain occafions. But on all eccafions the men 

carry 
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carry with theina fabre or cutlafs, and a loaded 
mufket, which is ever on the cock. Quarrels 
are fo frequent among them, that they are ever 
in dread of meeting with fome one with whom 
they are at enmity. Murders and affaffinations 
are therefore very frequent, and their animofi- 
ties perpetually kept up. Every diftri& of two 
or three miles in length, has its peculiar chief, 
who, however, has not the fmalleft fhadow of 
authority, except in time of war. 


They are very ingenious in making bafkets, 
hammocks, and fifhing-lines of the filk grafs ; 
but the principal article of their commerce is 
the tobacco, with which they chiefly fupply the 
Martinico-market, where it is manufaétured nto 
a {nuff called Macouba, froma diltri@t in Mart- 
nico, which formerly raifed the beft tcbacco in 
the Weft-Indies. From Martinice they import 
mufkets, gunpowder, flints, ball, and cutlaiies, 
fome wine, and an inferior kind of rum called 


T affia. 


They carry on their intercourfe in canoes of 
their own meking,; fome of which are large 
enough to contain fifty of them. Nothing can 
equal their {kill in managing them in the moft 
tempettuous feas. 


T heir 
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Their intercourle with Martinique certainly 
tends to debauch their morals, and to increale 
that prejudice and averfion, which they have 
always had againft the Engh/o government. As 
they fpeak the fame language with the inhabit- 
ants of Martinique, and have been long acquaint- 
ed with them, they have no jealouly or fufpi- 
cion of any defigns which they can entertain 
againit their liberty, and therefore are the more 
ready to liften to their fuggeftions. It is at 
Martinique alfo where their wants are beft fup- 
plied ; and it is only there where they can vend 
their tobacco. The comparifon of the French 
‘Mand with ours, in refpect to wealth, popula- 
tion, fhipping, grandeur, &c. 1s by no means in 
our favour. 


But we cannot expect to have much inier- 
courfe with thefe people till publick fchools are 
eftablifhed to teach their children the Englifp 
language, reading, and writing, and they are 
afterwards brought up to hufbandry, or fome 
trade or occupation. The girls may likewile be 
brought up, and taught by fchool-miftreffes in few- 
ingand knitting ftockings. In the Spani/bifland of 
Trinidade, the Indians have been brought up and 
inftructed in the principles of the Chriftian reli- 
gion with great care and fuccefs. There 1s a re- 

14 roarkable 
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markable manufa&ture of ftockings carried on by 
the Spanib Indians, which fell from three to fix 
dollars per pair. 


They have already got among them the reco, 
which they manufacture and carry to Martinique. 
This alfo fhould be encouraged. The Ja pire, 
or filk-grafs, affords the flrongeft cords in na- 
ture, and the threads are fo fine as to be 
employed in fewing cambrick. With it they 
form fifhing-lines. You had bef fend home 
fome fpecimens of it. In fhort, the grand 
point at prefent to be aimed at is the civilization 
ef them, and making them induftrious, thereby 
rendering them firft human beings before you at- 
tempt to make them Chriftians. ) 


I commend your intention of acquiring a 
knowledge of their language. It is by no means 
dificult. The number of words are but few, fuf- 
ficient to exprefs the ideas of their favage lifes 
Their language, like their natures, is harfh and 
diffonant. They fpeak with the utmoft impe- 
tuofity, and as if they were conitantly in a paf- 
fion ; but the French language is almoft generally 


{poken by them. 


Thus, my Dear Sir, I have given you an ac- 


count of my favage neighbours; not fuch as I 
would 
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would wifh to prefent you with, but fuch as I 


was able, confidering the fhort time I had to 
finifh itin. As you wifhed to fend it by the 


packet, I have had only a few hours to write 


on a fubject, which required a longer time to 


have been properly digefted. 


That God Almighty may crown your pious 
endeavours with fuccefs, is the ardent wifh of 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


GEORGE DAVIDSON. 
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To promote the purpofes of this laudable Plan, among 
a Variety of other Donations, the following have 


been received: Viz. 


tiny 


rs 
Mrs. Brown of Bath — Ina @ 
A Friend — — io’ ©. © 
George Wolff, Efq. — i A 
Mr. Marriott = — § § O 
Mr. Ford —_—  — a a | 
Mils Hervey ~ — gs 5 & 
Mrs. Marfden — ~_ 5 c. 2 
Mr. Camiah = _ 5 § @ 
Mr. Brocklehurft -- —~ 3 3 2a 
Mr. Jones —_ _— 2. 2.8 
Mrs. Ballard —_— — 3 3 «0 
Mr. Agace — — 1.2 © 
Mr. J. Smith — — 3 4.5 
Mrs. Brown and Co. = 23% 
Mr. D’Olier — — 2 73% © 
Mrs. Smyth ~~ vs 2 2 6 
Mr. Yates — — 2 2 2 
The Rev. Mr. Bickerftaff — 220 
Mrs. Cookman _ — 2 2 0 
Mr. Whitchurch = —- 220 
Mr. Weltcot — = 22s 
Mr. Shum — — 2 BF © 
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The Rev. Mr. Horne 


Mr. Urling = 
Mr. Adderley — 
A Friend — 
Mr. Jacques — 
Mr. Batting — 
Mr. Roberts — 
Mr. Pearfon — 
Mr. Mendham — 
Mr. Meredith — 
Mr. Mills ih 
Mr. Beardmore _ 
A Friend ~ — 
Mr. Greaves — 
Mr. Wilkes = 
Mr. Holy — 
Mr. Clarke — 
Mr. Awbrey —_ 
Mr. Wynantz — 
Mr. Naifh — 


The Rey. Mr. Collins 


John Griffiths, Efq. —- 


Mr. Holbrook — 
Mr. Dornford — 
Mr. Capper — 
Mr. Cooper ~— 
Andrew Strahan, Efq. 
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ED GRECO * LAS iy, 











